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SUBJECT: DEPARTURE OF MIN INTERIOR EK PROEUNG 

1. MINISTER OF INTERIOR BRIGADIER GENERAL EK PROEUNG HAS 
BEEN SUBJECT OF MOUNTING CRITICISM FOR CORRUPTION IN 
CONNECTION WITH THE ISSUANCE OF EXIT PERMITS FOR KHMERS 
WISHING TO LEAVE THE COUNTRY, PERMANENTLY OR ON VISIT. 
REASONABLY WELL DOCUMENTED INSTANCES OF VERY HIGH BRIBES 
TAKEN BY HIM OR HIS WIFE PERSONALLY FOR SUCH PERMITS 
HAVE BEEN SUBJECT OF COMMON DISCUSSION. MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR HAS ALWAYS BEEN KNOWN FOR CORRUPTION IN THIS 
AREA, BUT APPARENTLY UNDER EK PROEUNG IT HAD REACHED NEW 
AND DIZZYING HEIGHTS. 

2. PRIME MINISTER LONG BORET CONFIDED TO THE AMBASSADOR 
RECENTLY THAT HE WISHED TO DROP EK PROEUNG FROM HIS NEXT 
GOVERNMENT BECAUSE OF HIS CORRUPTION, BUT THAT HE HAD 
BEEN DENIED PERMISSION TO DO SO BY LON NOL, OF WHOM 

EK PROEUNG IS A GREAT FAVORITE. HOWEVER, THE MARSHAL 
HAS APPARENTLY CHANGED HIS MIND. IN ASIAN FASHION. 

EK PROEUNG AND HIS WIFE WERE ALLOWED TO DEPART FOR 
PARIS ON JANUARY 5. HE TOLD FRIENDS VARIOUSLY THAT THE 
WAS ON MISSION FOR THE MARSHAL AND THAT HE WAS GOING FOR 
MEDICAL EXAMINATION AND TREATMENT.IT IS BELIEVED THE 
UNDERSTANDING IS HE WILL STAY OUT UNTIL THE NEXT GOVERNMENT 
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GOVERNMENT INSTEAD OF FIRED. 

3. COMMENT: PRIME MINISTER HAS CONFIRMED SUBSTANCE OF 

THE ABOVE. REGARDLESS OF HOW IT CAME ABOUT, THE DEPARTURE 

OF THE VENAL EK PROEUNG IS BOUND TO BE POPULAR AND TO 

REDOUND TO THE CREDIT OF BOTH THE PRESIDENT AND THE PRIME MINISTER. 

COMING SHORTLY AFTER THE DEPARTURE OF THE EVEN MORE CORRUPT 

THAPPANA NGINN, IT DOES TEND TO SHOW SOME MOVEMENT IN THE 

ANTI-CORRUPTION FIELD. 

DEAN 
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